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Vulcanus in Japan
WHAT IS VULCANUS IN JAPAN?
This programmes gives European students of architecture and sciences the possibility of gaining work experience in their 
respective fields of studies in Japan through a one-week seminar on Japan, a four-month intensive Japanese language course 
and an eight-months traineeship in a Japanese company.

Student Training Programmes 
in Japan and the EU

Financed by the European Commission and METI

Vulcanus in Europe
WHAT IS VULCANUS IN EUROPE?
This programme offers Japanese students a one-year professional 
stay in Europe and at the same time EU industrial companies 
the unique opportunity to host highly qualified Japanese 
students, selected from among Japan’s best universities, either 
in the third or fourth year of their undergraduate studies, or 
following a postgraduate course (engineering (mechanical, 
electrical, electronic, civil, nuclear, etc.) / architecture / biology, 
chemistry, biotechnology, physics / metal materials, ceramics / 
computer science, telecommunications.)

«My internship during VULCANUS was at the space department of Toshiba from January till August, 1999. During my internship I 
worked on GPS-based attitude determination and wrote a proposal to develop such a system for a Japanese spacecraft, which was later 
accepted.
After my graduation in September, 1999 I joined Toshiba as a GNSS engineer to develop this space borne GPS receiver with attitude 
determination capacity, which was launched into space in 2003.
Furthermore I developed other types of receivers for Japanese spacecraft and subsystems for the Japanese contribution to GNSSs. I 
worked at Toshiba till the end of 2006 when I rejoined Delft University of Technology. In my current research I am still cooperating 
with the Japanese space organization JAXA for GPS experiments on the Balloon-based Operation Vehicle. The Goal of these experiments 
is to determine very precisely the position and orientation of a vehicle that is launched from a high altitude balloon.»

Peter BUIST, Delft University  and JAXA

PROGRAMMES OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES

Gain insight into Japanese/ European business culture
Give young people opportunities to study the range of advanced 
technologies as employees of leading host companies
Learn Japanese/ a European language
Understand and appreciate the other culture with a view to an 
enriching one-year experience abroad
Establish close links with future high-profile staff in Japanese or 
European industry, who will already be familiar with the respective 
business culture
Give a host company the opportunity to benefit from a valuable 
addition to its workforce and to be assisted in the development of 
its business with Japan and Europe

«We believe that this has been a great opportunity to exchange and 
understand better the different educational, knowledge, economic 
and company-cultural backgrounds.
We feel that both us and the trainee gained a lot of experience from 
each other, and have managed to establish a long-term friendship 
and working relation.»

Mr. Janos Szilagyi

Babolna Bio Ltd., Hungary

Vulcanus Host Company in 2008 
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